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Obama secures
Senate votes to
protect Iran deal

The little victim of a growing crisis

VETO COULDN’T BE OVERRIDDEN

Congress to vote on disapproval resolution
BY K AROUN D EMIRJIAN
AND C AROL M ORELLO

a short drive from her home and
the obvious place to receive her
treatments.
“I would drive anywhere,” she
said, “but I’m very comfortable
here.”
More than 1.6 million people in
the United States will be diagnosed with cancer this year, according to the American Cancer
Society, which says the number is

President Obama stood on the
verge of a major foreign policy
victory Wednesday after securing
enough votes in the Senate to
protect his nuclear deal with Iran
from opponents and critics —
both Republicans and some Democrats — determined to kill it.
Enough Democrats are now on
record supporting the agreement
that opponents could not override Obama if he vetoed legislation aimed at dismantling the
deal.
The agreement to curb Iran’s
nuclear ambitions has been the
target of an intense lobbying campaign in recent weeks by the administration and the deal’s opponents ahead of a vote, expected as
soon as next week, on a resolution
that would block its implementation.
But on Wednesday, Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.) said she
will back the agreement, making
her the 34th senator to pledge
support for the pact. That denied
opponents the two-thirds supermajority vote needed to override
Obama’s promised veto of any
legislative attempt to undo the
accord.
“No deal is perfect, especially
one negotiated with the Iranian
regime. I have concluded that this
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action is the best option available to
block Iran from having a nuclear
bomb,” Mikulski said in a statement explaining her decision.
In recent weeks, all eyes have

CANCER CONTINUED ON A19

IRAN CONTINUED ON A13
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A paramilitary police officer carries the body of a child that washed up on a beach in Turkey after a boat carrying
migrants sank while trying to reach Greece. At least a dozen people, thought to be Syrians, were believed to have died.
Photos from the beach circulated widely, drawing attention to the plight of migrants. Even Europe’s rail service felt
the strain of the growing crisis. More coverage on Page A12. I For a video, go to wapo.st/MigrantCrisis.

At U.S. hospitals, a cancer building boom
BY

B RADY D ENNIS

new britain, conn. — Had she
faced breast cancer years ago,
Gail Brown might have ended up
traveling hours to one of the renowned cancer research hospitals in New York or Boston.
But when the 68-year-old retiree received her diagnosis this
spring, a $40 million, 70,000square-foot cancer center was

Economics and an aging
population stimulate
a wave of expansion
opening its doors on a wooded
hilltop here. Leaders of the center, the Hartford HealthCare Cancer Institute, had formed a partnership with New York’s Memori-

al Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,
part of an alliance aimed at bringing the most up-to-date cancer
care to smaller communities.
The stone-and-glass center
perched above Interstate 84 is
part of a cancer building boom
unfolding across the country, a
wave of expansion driven by powerful economic and demographic
forces.
For Brown, the new center was

Sliding SAT scores prompt
an alarm over high schools
BY

N ICK A NDERSON

Scores on the SAT have sunk to
the lowest level since the college
admission test was overhauled in
2005, adding to worries about
student performance in the nation’s high schools.
The average score for the Class
of 2015 was 1490 out of a maximum 2400, the College Board
reported Thursday. That was
down 7 points from the previous
class’s mark and was the lowest
composite score of the past decade. There were declines of at
least 2 points on all three sections
of the test — critical reading,
math and writing.
The steady decline in SAT
scores and generally stagnant results from high schools on federal
tests and other measures reflect a
troubling shortcoming of education-reform efforts. The test results show that gains in reading
and math in elementary grades
haven’t led to broad improvement
in high schools, experts say. That
means several hundred thousand
teenagers, especially those who
grew up poor, are leaving school
every year unready for college.
“Why is education reform hit-

the most powerful
man in sports

SAT scores’ decline
Total group scores for the Class of
2015 were the lowest in a decade.
The maximum score on each
section is 800.
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Cohort data presented prior to 2007
includes students testing through March of
their senior year, while cohort data from
2007 on includes students testing through
June.
Source: College Board
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ting a wall in high school?” asked
Michael J. Petrilli, president of
the Thomas B. Fordham Institute,
a think tank. “You see this in all
kinds of evidence. Kids don’t
make a whole lot of gains once
they’re in high school. It certainly
should raise an alarm.”
It is difficult to pinpoint a reason

NFL commissioner wields his political skills amid controversies
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For Cardin, a dilemma over Iran
Senator from Maryland faces heat
as he ponders a vote on pact. A12

On Bush’s
primary path,
a detour
named Trump

K ENT B ABB
BY R OBERT C OSTA
AND P HILIP R UCKER

E

arly in 2013, former National
Football League commissioner Paul Tagliabue traveled from Washington to
New York to meet with his successor,
Roger Goodell.
Goodell months earlier had imposed sweeping discipline on New
Orleans Saints coaches, players and
an executive in response to a program that allegedly rewarded players for inflicting injuries on opponents. When players appealed, dragging a messy scandal into the regular season, Goodell appointed
Tagliabue to issue a ruling. Tagliabue’s decision in December 2012
mostly agreed with Goodell’s findings — but, in hopes of avoiding
further litigation by the players, he
overturned the players’ suspensions.
Goodell wasn’t happy. He expected his discipline to be upheld to the
letter and was willing to draw out
“BountyGate” as long as it took to
secure a victory. Tagliabue felt that
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Even as a new
football season is
about to begin, NFL
Commissioner
Roger Goodell has
been tied up in
federal court in a
dispute with Tom
Brady and the
Patriots over the
‘DeflateGate’
matter.

prolonging the matter even one day
was counterproductive and potentially damaging to the league.
“Enough is enough,” Tagliabue
told Goodell, according to an individual familiar with their conversation, but Goodell didn’t see it that
way. The men haven’t spoken much
since.
That scene, according to interviews with more than two dozen
GOODELL CONTINUED ON A14

This is not how Jeb Bush
thought his summer would end.
The candidate once seen as the
most likely Republican presidential nominee is languishing in the
polls, his fundraising has slowed,
and he endures daily taunts from
the rival who unseated him as the
front-runner, Donald Trump.
Through it all, Bush is sticking
to the same strategy that he and
his advisers laid out months ago:
Establish himself as a tested
conservative reformer who served
eight years as Florida governor,
ride out the chaotic pre-primary
season and wait for the party to
coalesce around him.
Even as he shifts tactics over the
short term to fight back against
Trump, Bush is plodding forward,
returning time and again in his
appearances to the comfort zone
of his years in Tallahassee, Florida’s capital, when he was an alpha
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Freddie Gray case A Baltimore judge ordered
that the six police officers charged in the death
of the 25-year-old be tried separately. B1
Disturbing data Child abuse or neglect cases
in the military rose 10 percent in 2014, but
Pentagon officials don’t fully know why. A3

President Obama an
nounced an initiative to
speed the development
of renewable energy in
rural Alaska. A8
CVS said its decision to
stop selling cigarettes has
led to a drop in total ciga
rette sales in 13 states. A3
The Center for American Progress is propos
ing a new “high quality”
child care tax credit
worth up to $14,000. A5
A federal judge laid
out a path to revive a
constitutional challenge
to the National Security
Agency’s phone surveil
lance program. A2
Illinois authorities are

Undeclared 10

More senators oppose the deal
than favor it, but President Obama
has just enough support. Here’s
how:
l The House rejects the deal.
Opponents need 218 votes. The
House has 246 Republicans, so it’s
safe to assume a majority of the
chamber will vote against the deal.
l The Senate votes. If the
president’s supporters can come
up with 41 votes to filibuster, they
can prevent a vote against the
deal. If not, the deal will be rejected
by a majority of the Senate.
l Obama acts. If both chambers
reject the accord, the president will
veto their action. Congress has the
next move.
l The House tries — and fails —
to override the veto. Opponents
would now need even more votes —
290 — to overturn Obama’s action,
but that would mean getting 44
Democrats to reject the deal.
l Ditto for the Senate. To override
Obama’s veto, opponents would
need 67 votes, which is no longer
possible, given that 34 senators
have said they will support the deal.

searching for three men
involved in the death of
a police officer. A8
A key figure in the
creation of Hillary Rod
ham Clinton’s private
email system invoked
his Fifth Amendment
rights in response to a
House subpoena. A19
The first notices to vic
tims of the massive hack
of OPM files will go out
late this month, the gov
ernment said. A21
THE WORLD

China marked the
70th anniversary of the
end of World War II
with a public parade
that was designed to

send several political
messages. A11
At least 20 people
were killed by a suicide
bombing at a mosque in
Yemen. A11
THE ECONOMY

A United Commercial
Bank executive was
sentenced to eight years
in prison in the biggest
criminal case related to
the federal bailout. A16
Calibre Systems is
poised to grow with the
acquisition of a unit of
Information Manage
ment Consultants. A18
China’s stock market
crash tells us more
about the troubling
leadership in Beijing
than about the country’s
economy. A16
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New HIV cases involv
ing drug users have
dropped significantly
since the District imple
mented a needle
exchange program, a
study showed. B1
Mark Herring will
seek a second term as
attorney general, giving
Ralph Northam a clear
er path to become Dem
ocrats’ nominee for Vir
ginia governor. B1
Former Maryland
governor Marvin Man
del’s body lay in state in
Annapolis. B1
OBITUARIES

Harold S. White, 83,
was the first fulltime
Jewish chaplain at
Georgetown. B6

INSIDE
LOCAL LIVING 1

Riverfront escape
A family weekend on the
Eastern Shore led to a
new vacation home.
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Hope in Ann Arbor
Michigan fans welcome
Jim Harbaugh back as
coach. Also, an NCAA
football preview. D1, D3
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